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THE INDIAN PENAL CODE, 1860
Q&A - PART VII

CHAPTER - XVIII
OF OFFENCES RELATING TO DOCUMENTS AND PROPERTY MARKS
(SEC.463 - 477-A)

Q1. What is a forgery?


If any person makes false documents or false electronic records or part of documents
to cause damage or injury to the public or any person or to support any claim with
intent to commit fraud, such person is said to commit forgery. (Sec.463)



If any person commits forgery shall be punished with imprisonment extend to two
years or with a fine or with both. (Sec.465)

Q2. What is making a false document?


If any person who dishonestly,
1. Makes, signs, seals, or executes a document,
2. Makes or transmits any electronic record or part of any electronic record,
3. Affixes any electronic signature on any electronic record,
4. Makes any mark denoting the execution of a document or the authenticity of the
electronic signature is said to make a false document.



If any person without the lawful authority, dishonestly or fraudulently cancels, or alters
a document or electronic record in any material part and subsequently executed or
affixed with an electronic signature by himself or by any other person.



If any person dishonestly or fraudulently makes any person to seal, sign, execute or
alter a document or electronic record affix his signature on any record knowingly
where such person does not know the contents of the document because of
intoxication or unsoundness of mind. (Sec.464)

Q3. What are the other offences relating to forgery?


If any person forges a document or electronic record to a register kept by a public
servant to defend a suit or any proceedings shall be punished with imprisonment
extending to seven years and a fine. (Sec.466)
Page 2



If any person forges a document of a valuable security or a will or with moveable
property or valuable security shall be punished with imprisonment extend to ten years
and also liable to fine. (Sec.467)



If any person commits forgery intending to use such documents or electronic for
cheating shall be punished with imprisonment for seven years and a fine. (Sec.468)



If any person commits forgery to harm the reputation of any party shall be punished
with imprisonment for three years and with fine. (Sec.469)



If any person uses a genuine document or electronic record as a forged document
shall be punished in the same manner as if the documents and electronic record as
forged. (Sec.471)



If any person cancels, destroys or defaces, or commits mischief or any valuable
security shall be punished with imprisonment for life or with imprisonment extend to
seven years and a fine. (Sec.477)

Q4. What is the falsification of accounts?
The person being a clerk, officer or servant or employer with intend to defraud, destroys,
alters, mutilates, or falsifies any book, electronic record, paper, writing or valuable security
shall be punished with imprisonment to seven years or with fine or with both. (Sec.477-A)

OF PROPERTY AND OTHERS MARKS (SEC.478 - 489)

Q5. What is a property mark?
A mark used for denoting the moveable property which belongs to a particular person is
called a property mark. (Sec.479)

Q6. What are the offences relating to property mark and its punishment?


If any person marks any moveable property or goods or package or receptacle
containing moveable which reasonable calculated to cause such property belonging to
a person whom they do not belong is said to commit a false property mark. (Sec.481)
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The person guilty of false property mark unless he proves that he acted without intent
to defraud shall be punished with imprisonment extent to one year or with fine or with
both. (Sec.482)



If the person guilty of counterfeiting a property mark shall be punished with
imprisonment extend to two years or with fine or with both. (Sec.483)



If any person counterfeits any property mark used by a public servant or using such
mark which amounts to counterfeits shall be punished with imprisonment extend to
three years and also liable to fine. (Sec.484)

Q7. What amounts to the counterfeiting property mark in the selling of goods?


If any person sells or exposes or has possession for selling any goods or things with
the counterfeit property mark affixed amounts to selling goods marked with a
counterfeit property mark. (Sec.486)



He shall not be guilty if he proves,



That all the reasonable steps taken and there is no reason to suspect the genuineness
of the mark.



If he produces all the information about the goods in his possession on demand of the
prosecutor.



The person guilty for selling goods with counterfeiting property mark shall be punished
with imprisonment extending to one year or with fine or with both. (Sec.486)

CHAPTER XX
OF OFFENCES RELATING TO MARRIAGE (SEC.493 - 498)

Q8. What are the offences relating to marriage under this chapter?


Every man who deceitfully causes any woman not lawfully married to him to believe
that he is lawfully married to him and cohabit or have sexual intercourse with him shall
be punished with imprisonment extend to ten years and a fine. (Sec.493)



Whoever, husband or wife marries any other person during the life of their husband or
wife shall be punished with imprisonment extends to seven years and also liable to
fine. (Sec.494)
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Whoever concealed the fact of the former marriage from the person subsequently
marrying shall be punished with imprisonment extend to ten years and a fine.
(Sec.495)



The person with fraudulent intention goes through the ceremony of marriage but
knows he is not lawfully married shall be punished with imprisonment extent to seven
years and with a fine. (Sec.496)



If any person takes or entices away any woman who believes to be the wife of another
man with intend that she may have illicit intercourse with any person or conceals or
detains with such woman shall be punished with imprisonment extend to two years or
with fine or with both. (Sec.498)

Q9. What is adultery?


If any person has sexual intercourse with the wife of another woman without the
consent or connivance of that man which is not amounting to rape is said to commit
the offence of adultery.



In this case, the wife shall not be punished as an abettor.



The person guilty of adultery shall be punished with imprisonment extent to five years
or with a fine or with both. (Sec.497)

CHAPTER XXA
OF CRUELTY BY HUSBAND OR RELATIVES OF HUSBAND (SEC.498-A)

Q10. What is cruelty under this act?


Any wilful conduct which drives the woman to commit suicide or cause grave injury or
danger to life, limb or health of such woman Harassment of the woman to coerce her
or to meet the unlawful demand for any property or valuable security also subjects to
cruelty.



If any person being the husband or the relative of the husband of a woman, causes
cruelty to such woman shall be punished with imprisonment extend to three years and
with a fine. (Sec.498-A)
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CHAPTER XXI
OF DEFAMATION (SEC.499 - 502)
Q11. What is defamation?


Any person by words or signs or by visible representations makes or publishes any
imputation intending to harm or knowing or having reason to believe that such
imputation will harm the reputation of such person is defamation. Exeptions are:
1. If it is made for public good such imputation shall be published.
2. If it is expressed in good faith on the conduct of a public servant in the discharge
of his public functions or his character.
3. It is expressed in good faith on the conduct of any person for any public question,
and respecting his character in that conduct.
4. The substantially true report of the proceedings of a Court of Justice or the result
of any such proceedings.
5. If it’s expressed in good faith in respect of merit of civil or criminal proceedings.
6. If it is expressed in good faith for any opinion in the merits of any performance
which its author has submitted to the judgment of the public.
7. A person may pass any censure in good faith having authority over another person
conferred by law or arising out of a lawful contract.
8. The accusation made in good faith by the person who has lawful authority over
such person in the subject-matter of the accusation.
9. If the imputation is made in good faith for the protection of the interest of the
person making it or for the public good.
10. If the caution is conveyed in good faith to one person against another or for the
public good. (Sec.499)



The person guilty of defamation shall be punished with imprisonment extend to two
years or with a fine or with both. (Sec.500)



If any person prints or engraves any matter which believes that such matter is
defamatory to any person shall be punished with simple imprisonment extend to two
years or with fine or with both. (Sec.501)



If any person sells or offers the sale of any printed or engraved substance which
contains defamatory matter shall be punished with simple imprisonment extend to two
years or with fine or with both. (Sec.502)
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CHAPTER - XXII
OF CRIMINAL INTIMIDATION, INSULT OR ANNOYANCE
(SEC.503 - 510)

Q12. What is criminal intimidation?


If any person threatens another to cause any injury to his person, reputation or
property or done any act which is not legally bound o do or omits to do which is
entitled to do to avoid the execution of such threats, the person is said to commit
criminal intimidation.



It also includes a threat to injure the reputation of any deceased person. (Sec.503)



The person guilty of criminal intimidation shall be punished with imprisonment extend
to two years or with a fine or with both.



If the threat to cause death or grievous hurt or destruction of property by fire shall be
punished with imprisonment for life or with death or imprisonment extend to seven
years.



If the threat to cause unchastity to a woman shall be punished with imprisonment
extend to seven years or with fine or with both. (Sec.506)

Q13. What is public mischief under this chapter?


Any person makes circulates, or publishes any statement, rumor or report,
1. To cause any soldier, officer, sailor or airman, in the Army, Navy, or Air force of
India mutiny or to fall in his duty.
2. To cause fear or alarm to the public induces to commit an offence against the
State or against the public tranquility.
3. To cause incite to any class or community of persons to commit offence against
any other class or community.
4. The person guilty of public mischief shall be punished with imprisonment extend to
three years or with a fine or with both.



If any person makes publishes or circulates any statement or report contains rumor
with intention to create or promotes ill-hatred or enmity feeling between different
religious, racial, language or regional groups, castes or communities shall be punished
with imprisonment extend to three years or with fine or with both.
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If any person commits an offence in any place of religious worship or religious
ceremonies shall be punished with imprisonment extend to five years and a fine.

EXCEPTION:


If the person making, publishing, or circulating any statement, rumor or report and the
same is true or made in good faith without any wrongful intent does not amount to
public mischief. (Sec.505)

Q14. What is insulting the modesty of a woman?
If any person intends to insult the modesty of any woman, utters any word, makes any sound
or gesture, or exhibits any object intending that such woman or sound shall intrude the
privacy of such woman shall be punished with simple imprisonment extend to three years and
a fine. (Sec.509)

CHAPTER - XXIII
OF ATTEMPTS TO COMMIT OFFENCES (SEC.511)

Q15. What is the punishment for an attempt to commit offences?
If any person attempts to commit an offence punishable under this code with imprisonment
for life or attempt to commit an offence where no express provision is made shall be punished
for the offence which may extend to one-half of the imprisonment for life or one half of the
longest term of imprisonment with such fine for the offence or with both.

CASE LAWS
Case 1
M.L.Ganesh V. CA V. Venkata Siva Kumar, 2020 SCC ONLINE MAD 2732.
Held - An advocate who acted professionally as per the instruction of his or her client cannot
be made criminally liable for offence of defamation

under Sec.500 unless contrary is alleged

and established.
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Case 2
Selvina Kom Peter Byari V. Ganesh V.P., 2020 SCC Online Kar 1638.
Held - The right to life guaranteed under Art-21 of the Constitution of India cannot be
invaded under the grab of freedom of speech and expression. The High Court has reversed
the acquittal of a reported and an editor of a magazine for criminal defamation. The conduct
of the accused in using objectionable and defamatory words only to have rhyming caption
and the article is not at all acceptable, therefore both the accused are liable to be convicted.

Case 3
Rani Narasimha Sastry V. Rani Suneela Rani, 2019 SCC ONLINE SC 1595.
The supreme Court held that when a husband undergoes a trial in which he is acquitted of
the allegation of offence levelled by his wife under Sec.498-A of Indian Penal Code, it cannot
be said that no cruelty has meted on him.

Case 4
Rajiv Kumar Sharma & Anr V. The State of Uttar Pradhesh, Criminal appeal
No.1599 of 2019.
The Supreme Court held that a criminal complaint made under Sec.498A and Dowry
Prohibition Act cannot continue if the parties have amicably settled the matter. It was held
that the High court should have taken note of the fact that the parties have amicably resolved
at their differences and consciously chose to unconditionally drop all proceedings related to
marriage inter se including the criminal action initiated by the complainant.

Case 5
Mohammad Zuber Farooqi V. State of Maharastra, 2019 SCC ONLINE BOM 2295.
Held - the court at the place where the wife takes shelter after leaving or driven away from
the matrimonial home on account of acts of cruelty committed by the husband or his relatives
would dependent on the factual situation, also have jurisdiction to entertain a complaint
alleging commission of offences under Sec.498-A of the Indian Penal code. The Indian Court
will have jurisdiction over a complainant under Sec.498-A IPC for domestic violence
committed abroad.
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Case 6
Kamlesh Ghansyam Lohia and Others V. The State of Maharastra, 2019 SCC
ONLINE BOM 1762.
Held - Mere demand of Money of property accompanied by any harassment would not
warrant registration of offence under Sec.498-A of IPC.
The implications of the petitioners for the offences punishable under Sec.498-A of IPC are
actuated by a design to harass and humiliate the petitioners.
The continuation of the prosecution, in the circumstances would be an abuse of process of
law compelling the petitioners to undergo the trial would cause grave injustice.

Case 7
Sushma Rani V. H.N Nagaraja Rao, Criminal Revision Petition No. 152 of 2014.
Held - The High court has convicted a woman under Section 500 of Indian Penal Code on the
finding that the statements made by her against her husband before the Family Court in a
matrimonial case amounted to criminal defamation.

Case 8
K. C. Anuranjith v. State Of Tamil Nadu, 2016 SCC ONLINE MAD 13533.
Held - It is premature to quash the proceedings under Section 376 of IPC without letting oral
and documentary evidence.
For the offences under Sections 417 and 493 of IPC are concerned, the petitioner has given a
false promise to marry the de facto complainant but subsequently, he refused to marry the de
facto complainant.
So, from the statement of the de facto complainant recorded under Section 161 of Cr. P.C
itself, prima facie the ingredients of the offences under Sections 417 and 493 of IPC are made
out.
But in the quash petition, it is not the duty of the Court to consider whether it is a fit case for
conviction instead of whether any prima facie case has been made out for framing of charges
alone can be considered.
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Case 9
K.Srinivas Rao v. D.A Deepa, 2013 SCC 5 226.
Held - The criminal courts dealing with the complaint under Section 498-A IPC should, at any
stage and particularly, before they take up the complaint for hearing, refer the parties to
mediation centre if they feel that there exist elements of settlement and both the parties are
willing. However, they should take care to see that in this exercise, rigour, purport and
efficacy of Section 498-A IPC is not diluted. Needless to say that the discretion to grant or not
to grant bail is not in any way curtailed by this direction. It will be for the court concerned to
work out the modalities taking into consideration the facts of each case.

Case 10
Ushaben v. Kishorbhai Chunilal Talpada And Others, 2012 AIR SC 2398.
Held - If a complaint contains allegations about commission of offence under Section 498-A
IPC which is a cognizable offence, apart from allegations about the commission of offence
under Section 494 IPC, the court can take cognizance thereof even on a police report.no
fetters can be put on the police preventing them from investigating the complaint which
alleges offence under Section 498-A IPC and also offence under Section 494 IPC. In the
circumstances, the appeal must succeed. The impugned order is set aside. Obviously,
therefore, the direction to delete Section 494 IPC is set aside. The police shall investigate the
complaint in accordance with law.
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