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CHAPTER - XVII 

OF ROBBERY AND DACOITY (SEC.390 - 402) 

 

 

Q1. What is robbery? 

 In all robbery there is either theft or extortion. 

 If any person carries away or attempts to take away property obtained by the theft 

and voluntarily causes or attempts to cause death or hurt or wrongful restraint is said 

to robbery to commit the theft. 

 If any person at the time of committing the extortion in the presence of the person by 

putting him in fear and commits the extortion by putting him in fear of instant death, 

of instant hurt or wrongful restraint is said to robbery to commit extortion. (Sec.390) 

 The person guilty of robbery is punished with rigorous imprisonment extend to ten 

years and also liable to a fine.  

 If the person committed robbery on the highway between sunset and sunrise shall be 

punished with imprisonment extend to twenty years. (Sec.392) 

 

 

Q2. What is dacoity? 

 When five or more persons conjointly commit or attempt to commit a robbery and 

every person present and aiding such commission or attempted by five or more 

persons every person is said to commit dacoity. (Sec.391) 

 Any person guilty of dacoity shall be punished with imprisonment for life or rigorous 

imprisonment extend to ten years and a fine. (Sec.395) 

 If any person attempts to commit robbery shall be punished with rigorous 

imprisonment extend to seven years and a fine. (Sec.393) 

 If any person commits or attempts to commit robbery, voluntarily causes hurt and any 

person jointly commits or attempts to commit robbery shall be punished with 

imprisonment for life or rigorous imprisonment extend to ten years and a fine. 

(Sec.394)  

 If any one of five or more persons commits murder who were conjointly committing 

dacoity, every such person shall be punished with death or imprisonment of life or 

rigorous imprisonment extend to ten years and a fine. (Sec.396) 
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 If any person commits robbery or dacoity and used a deadly weapon or causes 

grievous hurt to any person or attempts to cause death or grievous hurt shall be 

punished with imprisonment not less than seven years. (Sec.397) 

 At the time of committing robbery or dacoity, the offender is armed with deadly 

weapons, such offender shall be punished with imprisonment not less than seven 

years. (Sec.398) 

 If any person prepares to commit dacoity shall be punished with rigorous 

imprisonment extend to ten years and a fine. (Sec.399) 

 If any person belongs to any gang of persons associated with habitually committing 

dacoity shall be punished with imprisonment extend to ten years and a fine. 

(Sec.400) 

 If any person belongs to any wandering or other gang of persons associated with 

habitually committing theft or robbery and not being a gang of thugs or dacoits shall 

be punished with imprisonment extends to seven years and fine. (Sec.401) 

 If one of five or more persons assembled for committing dacoity shall be punished with 

rigorous imprisonment for seven years and a fine. (Sec.402) 

 

 

OF CRIMINAL MISAPPROPRIATION OF PROPERTY  

(SEC.403 - 404) 

 

 

Q3. What is dishonest misappropriation of property? 

 If any person dishonestly misappropriates or converts to his use any movable property 

shall be punished with imprisonment extend to two years and a fine. (Sec.403) 

 If any person dishonestly misappropriates or converts the property to his use which 

owned by the deceased person at the time of the person’s decease and not legally 

entitles to such possession shall be punished with imprisonment extend to three years 

and a fine. 

 If the offender is the person’s decease employed by him as a clerk or servant the 

imprisonment shall extend to seven years. (Sec.404) 
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OF CRIMINAL BREACH OF TRUST (SEC.405 - 409) 

 

 

Q4. What is a criminal breach of trust and its punishments? 

 If any person entrusted with the property or with any dominance over the property 

were dishonestly misappropriated or converts to his use of that property or dishonestly 

uses or disposes of such property in violation of any direction of law is said to commit 

criminal breach of trust. (Sec.405) 

 The person guilty of a criminal breach shall be punished with imprisonment extend to 

three years or with a fine or with both. (Sec.406) 

 If any person is entrusted with property as a carrier, wharfinger or warehouse-keeper 

commits a breach of trust of such property shall be punished with imprisonment 

extends to seven years and a fine. (Sec.407) 

 If any person who is a clerk or servant or employed as a clerk or servant commits a 

criminal breach of trust shall be punished with imprisonment for seven years and a 

fine. (Sec.408) 

 If any person is entrusted with property or with any dominion over the property in his 

capacity of a public servant or way of his business as a banker, merchant, factor, 

broker, attorney or agent commits criminal breach of trust of such property shall be 

punished with imprisonment for life or imprisonment for ten years and also fine. 

(Sec.409) 

 

 

OF THE RECEIVING OF STOLEN PROPERTY (SEC.410 - 414) 

 

 

Q5. What is stolen property? 

 If the property possession been transferred by theft or by extortion or by robbery and 

property which has been criminally misappropriated or criminal breach of trust is 

designated as stolen property. (Sec.410) 

 If any person dishonestly receives or retains any stolen property knowing or having 

reason to believe that such property is the stolen property shall be punished with 

imprisonment extend to three years or with a fine or with both. (Sec.411) 
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 If any person dishonestly receives or retains any stolen property which he knows such 

property is received by committing dacoity or dishonestly receives from a person shall 

be punished with imprisonment for life or with rigorous imprisonment for ten years and 

also liable to fine. (Sec. 412) 

 If any person habitually receives or deals with stolen property and the same is known 

to the person shall be punished with imprisonment for life or imprisonment extend to 

ten years and a fine. (Sec.413) 

 If any person voluntarily assists in concealing or disposing of or making away with 

stolen property and the same is known to the person shall be punished with 

imprisonment extend to three years or with fine or with both. (Sec.414) 

 

 

OF CHEATING (SEC.415 - 420) 

 

 

Q6. What is cheating and its punishment? 

 If any person deceiving any person fraudulently or dishonestly induces the person to 

do the act which he is ought not to do or omits to do which he ought to do which is 

likely to cause damage or harm to that person’s body, mind, reputation or property is 

cheating. (Sec.415) 

 The person guilty of cheating shall be punished with imprisonment extends to one year 

or with a fine or with both. (Sec.417) 

 

 

Q7. What is cheating by personation? 

 If a person cheats by pretending to be some other person or by knowing substitution 

one person for another or any other person other than what he is said to cheat by 

personation. (Sec.416) 

 The person guilty of cheat by personation shall be punished with imprisonment extend 

to three years or with fine or both. (Sec.419) 
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OF FRAUDULENT DEEDS AND DISPOSITION OF PROPERTY  

(SEC.421 - 424) 

 

 

Q8. What are the offences relating to fraudulent deeds and disposition of 

property? 

 If any person dishonestly or fraudulently conceals or delivers any property to any 

person for preventing the distribution of such property among his creditors according 

to the law shall be punished with imprisonment extend to two years or with fine or 

with both. (Sec.421)  

 If any person dishonestly or fraudulently prevents any debt or demand due to him 

according to the law shall be punished with imprisonment extend to two years or with 

fine or with both. (Sec.422) 

 If any person dishonestly or fraudulently signs, executes or a party to the deed which 

is to transfer to any charge contains false statement relating to such charge or persons 

intended to operate shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to two 

years or with fine or with both. (Sec.423) 

 If any person dishonestly or fraudulently conceals or removes any property or assists 

him to do so or releases any demand or claim to which he is entitled shall be punished 

with imprisonment extend to two years or with a fine or with both. (Sec.424) 

 

 

OF MISCHIEF (SEC.425 TO 440) 

 

 

Q9. What is mischief? 

 If any person intends to cause wrongful loss or damage to the public or any person 

causes the destruction of any property or any change in any property or destroys or 

diminishes its value or utility or injurious, such person is said to commit mischief. 

(Sec.425) 

 The person guilty of mischief shall be punished with imprisonment extend to two years 

or with a fine or with both. (Sec.426) 
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Q10. What are the offences relating to mischief under this chapter? 

 If any person commits mischief by killing, poisoning, maiming, or rendering useless 

any animal or animals shall be punished with a minimum of imprisonment for two 

years which may extend to five years or with a fine or with both. 

 If the mischief is committed on the bridge, public road, bridge, navigable river or 

navigable channel or less safe for travelling or conveying property shall be punished 

with five years or with fine or with both. (Sec.431) 

 The landmark fixed by the public authorities is destroyed or moves which amount to 

mischief shall be punished with imprisonment extends to one year or with fine or with 

both. (Sec.434) 

 Damaging the property with explosive substance amounts to mischief shall be 

punished with imprisonment extend to ten years and a fine. (Sec.436) 

 If any person commits mischief for causing death, or hurt, or wrongful restraint, or 

fear of death or of hurt or of wrongful restraint shall be punished with five years 

imprisonment and a fine. (Sec.440) 

 

 

CRIMINAL TRESPASS (SEC.441 - 460) 

 

 

Q11. What is criminal trespass? 

 If any person enters into or upon property in the possession of another with the intent 

to commit an offence or annoy any person in possession of such property is said to 

commit criminal trespass. 

 If any person having lawful right to enter into the property and unlawfully remains 

there with the intent to insult or annoy such person is said to commit criminal trespass. 

(Sec.441) 

 The person guilty of criminal trespass shall be punished with imprisonment extend to 

three months or with a fine extend to five hundred rupees or with both. (Sec.447) 
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Q12. What is house-trespass? 

 If any person commits criminal-trespass by entering into or remaining in any building 

or human dwelling or any vessel which is used as a place of worship or the place of 

custody of property is said to house-trespass. (Sec.442) 

 The person guilty of house-trespass shall be punished with imprisonment extend to 

one year or with fine extend to one thousand rupees or with both. (Sec.448) 

 

 

Q13. What are the offences relating to house-trespass? 

 If a person commits house-trespass to commit any offence punishable with death shall 

be punished with imprisonment for life or rigorous imprisonment not exceeding ten 

years and a fine. (Sec.449) 

 If a person commits house-trespass to commit any offence punishable with 

imprisonment for life shall be punished with imprisonment not exceeding ten years and 

a fine. (Sec.450) 

 If a person commits house-trespass to commit any offence punishable with 

imprisonment shall be punished with imprisonment extend to two years and with fine.  

 If the offence is intended to be committed is theft, the imprisonment shall be extended 

to seven years. (Sec.451) 

 If a person commits house-trespass after preparing for causing hurt or assaulting or 

wrongful restraint or putting fear of hurt shall be punished with imprisonment extends 

to seven years and a fine. (Sec.452) 

 

 

Q14. What is lurking house-trespass? 

 If any person commits house-trespass by taking precautions to conceal such house-

trespass and conceals the same to the person who has the right to eject such 

trespasser is said to commit a lurking house-trespass. (Sec.443) 

 If any person commits lurking house-trespass after sunset and before sunrise is said to 

commit lurking house-trespass by night. (Sec.444) 

Page 8 



 

  

15. What amounts to house-breaking? 

 If any person commits house-trespass by entering into the house or any part in the 

following six ways or to commit an offence or committed an offence such person is 

said to commit a house- breaking. 

 

 Six Ways Which Amount To House-Trespass 

1. If a person enters or quits through the passage made by himself. 

2. If a person enters or quits through any passage not intended by any other person 

or through scaling or climbing over any wall or building. 

3. If a person enters or quits through any passage to commit house-trespass is 

opened which passage is not intended by the occupier of the house to be opened.  

4. If a person enters or quits by opening any lock by committing house-trespass or 

quits the house after house-trespass. 

5. If a person commits criminal force, assault, or threatening any person with assault 

to enter or depart. 

6. If a person enters or quits any passage which fastened against such entrance and 

to have unfastened himself. (Sec.445) 

 

 If the house-breaking is committed after sunset and before sunrise is said to commit 

house-breaking by night. (Sec.446) 

 

 

Q16. What are the offences relating to house-trespass or house-breaking and its 

punishments? 

 A person guilty of lurking house-trespass or house-breaking shall be punished with 

imprisonment extend to two years and a fine. (Sec.453) 

 If a person commits lurking house-trespass or house-breaking to commit offence 

punishable with imprisonment shall be punished with imprisonment extend to three 

years and a fine. (Sec.454) 

 If any person commits lurking house-breaking by night or house-breaking by night 

shall be punished with imprisonment extend to three years and a fine. (Sec.456) 
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Q17. What are the offences relating to lurking house-trespass or house-breaking? 

 If any person commits lurking house-trespass by night, or house-breaking by night, to 

commit offence punishable with imprisonment shall be punished with imprisonment 

extend to five years and also with fine. (Sec.457) 

 If any person commits lurking house-trespass by night or house-breaking by night with 

preparation to cause hurt or assault or put person in fear or wrongful restraint to any 

person shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to fourteen years and a 

fine. (Sec.458) 

 If the person causes grievous hurt or attempts to cause death or grievous hurt to any 

person shall be punished with imprisonment for life or imprisonment extend to ten 

years and a fine. (Sec.459) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

This write up has been sent to you for information purposes only and is intended merely to highlight legal 

provisions. The information and/or observations contained in this issue do not constitute legal advice and should 

not be acted upon in any specific situation without appropriate legal advice. The views expressed in this issue do 

not necessarily constitute the final opinion of M/s.Wallcliffs Law Firm and should you have any queries in relation 

to any of the issues set out herein or on other areas of law, please feel free to contact us on 

mail@wallcliffs.com. 


