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Q1. How did the Indian Penal Code, 1860 amended?  

 

The recommendations were made on the first law commission India established in 1834 

under the Chairmanship of Lord Thomas Babington Macaulay.  

 

The act got assent on 6th October 1860 and commenced on 1st January 1862. It intends to 

cover all aspects of criminal law.  

 

The act shall extend throughout India. The India Penal Code consists of 23 chapters and 511 

sections. 

 

 

CHAPTER - I 

INTRODUCTION (SEC.1 - 5) 

 

 

 

Q2. What is the applicability of this code? 

 

 Every person shall be liable to punishment under this Code and not otherwise for every 

act or omission to the provision of which he shall be guilty within India. (Sec.2) 

 Any person liable under any Indian Law shall be tried in India for an offence committed 

beyond India in such a manner, if such offence in committed in India. (Sec.3) 

 The code shall apply to any offence committed by any citizen of India in any place 

without and beyond India, any person on any ship or aircraft registered in India 

wherever it may be and any person in any place without and beyond India Committing 

offence targeting a computer resource located in India. (Sec.4) 

 This Act shall not affect the Act for punishing mutiny and desertion of officers, soldiers, 

sailors or airmen in the service of the Government of India or local law. (Sec.5) 
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CHAPTER - II 

GENERAL EXPLANATIONS (SEC.6 - 52A) 

 

 

Q3. Who is a public servant? 

 

 Every commissioned officer in the Navy, Military or Air Forced in India. 

 Every Judge including any person empowered by law to discharge. 

 Every officer of a court of justice including a liquidator, receiver or commissioner. 

 Every juryman, assessor, or member of a Panchayat assisting Court of Justice. 

 Every arbitrator or other person to whom any cause or matter has been referred for 

decision.  

 Every person who holds office to place or keep any person in confinement. 

 Every Government Officer whose duty is to prevent offences, to give information of 

offences, to bring offenders of justice, or to protect the public health or convenience. 

 Every officer whose duty it as such officer to take, receive, keep or expand any 

property to make survey, assessment or contract on behalf of the Government or to 

execute any revenue-process or to investigate or to report on any matter affecting the 

pecuniary interest of the Government or to make authenticate or keep any documents 

relating to the pecuniary interest of the Government. 

 Every officer whose duty it is such officer to take, receive, keep or expand any 

property, to make any survey or assessment or to levy a rate or tax for any common 

purpose of any village, town or district or to make authenticate or keep any document 

for ascertaining of the rights of the people. 

 Every person who holds any office in which he is empowered to prepare, publish, 

maintain or revise an electoral roll or to conduct an election or part of an election. 

 Every person in the service or pay of the Government or remunerated by fees or 

commission for the performance of any public duty by the Government. 

 Every person in the service or pay of a local authority, a corporation established by or 

under the Central, Provincial or State Act or a Government Company.  
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CHAPTER - III 

OF PUNISHMENTS (SEC.53 - 75) 

 

 

Q4. What is the commutation of sentences under this act? 

 

 The appropriate Government may without the consent of the offender who is 

sentenced for death, may commute the punishment for any other punishment under 

this code. (Sec.54) 

 The appropriate Government may without the consent of the offender who is 

sentenced for imprisonment for life, may compute the punishment for imprisonment 

for a term not exceeding fourteen years. (Sec.55) 

 

 

CHAPTER - IV 

GENERAL EXCEPTION (SEC.76 - 106) 

 

 

Q5. What are the general exceptions under this act? 

 

 When an act is done by a person bound or by mistake of fact believing himself bound 

by law. (Sec.76) 

 Act of Judge when acting judicially. (Sec.77) 

 Act done pursuant to the judgment or order of Court. (Sec.78) 

 Act done by a person justified or by mistake of fact believing himself, justified by law. 

(Sec.79) 

 When doing a lawful act, by accident or misfortune, and without any criminal intention 

or knowledge in doing a lawful act in a lawful manner by lawful means and with proper 

care and caution. (Sec.80) 

 When act likely to cause harm without criminal intent and to prevent other harm. 

(Sec.81) 
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 The act done by a child under seven year of age is not an offence. (Sec.82) 

 The act which is done by a child above seven years of age and under twelve who has 

not attained sufficient maturity of understanding to judge of the nature and 

consequences of his conduct on that occasion. (Sec.83) 

 The person by reason of unsoundness of mind is capable of knowing the nature of the 

act or that he is doing what is either wrong or contrary to law. (Sec.84) 

 Act of a person incapable of judgement by reason of intoxication caused against his 

will. (Sec.85) 

 Offence requiring a particular intent or knowledge committed by one who is 

intoxicated. (Sec.86) 

 When an act not intended and not known to be likely to cause death or grievous hurt 

which is done by consent. (Sec.87) 

 Act not intended to cause death which is done by consent in good faith for person’s 

benefit. (Sec.88) 

 Act done in good faith for benefit of the child or insane person, by or by consent of the 

guardian. (Sec.89) 

 Consent known to be given under fear or misconception. (Sec.90) 

 Act done in good faith for benefit of a person without consent. (Sec.92) 

 Communication made in good faith is not an offence, causing harm for the benefit of 

that person. (Sec.93) 

 Act to which a person is compelled by threats. (Sec.94) 

 Act causing slight harm. (Sec.95) 

 

 

OF THE RIGHT OF PRIVATE DEFENCE 

 

Q6. When the person has the right of private defence against any offence affecting 

the human body? 

 

 Nothing is an offence which is one in the exercise of the right of private defence. 

(Sec.96) 

 Every person has a right to defend his own body and the body of any other person 

against any offence affecting the human body. (Sec.97) 
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 When an act is committed against the person by reason of youth, the want of maturity 

of understanding, the unsoundness of mind or the intoxication of the person doing that 

act or by reason of any misconception on the person, every person has the same right 

of private defence against the act. (Sec.98) 

 An assault which consequently results in death if there is no private defence. 

 An assault reasonable cause the apprehension that grievous hurt will be the 

consequence of such assault. 

 An assault to commit rape. 

 An assault to commit gratifying unnatural lust. 

 An assault with the intention of kidnapping or abducting. 

 An assault to wrongfully confine a person and apprehend that he will be unable to 

have recourse to the public authorities for his release. 

 An act of throwing or administering acid or an attempt to throw or administer acid and 

reasonably cause the apprehension that grievous hurt will be the consequence of the 

act. (Sec.100) 

 The right of private defence of the body commences when there is danger or threat to 

the body and continues when such danger or threat exists. (Sec.102) 

 The above rights are subject to restrictions as prescribed below under Sec.99. 

 

 

WHEN THERE IS NO RIGHT OF PRIVATE DEFENCE 

 

 When there is no reasonable cause the apprehension of death or of grievous hurt if 

done or attempted to be done by a public servant acting in good faith acting under his 

office, though that act may not be strictly justifiable by law. 

 When there is no reasonable cause the apprehension of death or of grievous hurt done 

or attempted to be done by the discretion of the public servant acting in good faith 

under his office though that direction may not strictly justifiable by law. 

 There is no private defence in cases in when there is time to have recourse to the 

protection of the public authorities. (Sec.99) 

 The right of private defence of the body does not extend to the voluntary causing 

death to the assailant. (Sec.101) 
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Q7. When the person has the right of private defence against any offence affecting 

the property? 

 

 The right of private defence of property extends to the voluntary causing of death or of 

any other harm to the wrongdoer if the offence committing or attempting to commit to 

exercise of the right of private defence. 

1. Robbery 

2. House-breaking by night 

3. Mischief by fire committed on any building, tent or vessel which building, tent or 

vessel is used as a human dwelling or as a place for the custody of property. 

 Theft, mischief or house-trespass may reasonably cause apprehension that death or 

grievous hurt will be the consequence if the right of private defence has is not 

exercised. (Sec.103) 

 The right of private defence of property commences when a reasonable apprehension 

of danger to the property commences. (Sec.105) 

 On exercise of the right of private defence against an assault which reasonably causes 

the apprehension of death, the defender be situated that he cannot effectually exercise 

that right without risk of harm to an innocent person, his right of private defence 

extends to the running of that risk. (Sec.106) 

 

 

CHAPTER - V 

ABETMENT (SEC.107 - 120) 

 

 

Q8. What is abatement? 

 

A person abets the doing of a thing who, 

 Instigates any person to do that thing. 

 Engages with one or more other person or persons in any conspiracy for the doing of 

that thing if an act or illegal omission takes place in pursuance of that conspiracy and 

in order to that doing of that thing. 

 Intentionally aids, by any act or illegal omission, the doing of that thing. (Sec.107) 
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Q9. Who is an abettor? 

  

 A person abets an offence who abets either the commission of an offence or the 

commission of an act which would be an offence, if committed by a person capable by 

law of committing an offence with the same intention or knowledge as that of the 

abettor. 

 The abatement of the illegal omission of an act may amount to an offence although 

the abettor may not himself be bound to do that act. 

 To constitute the offence of abatement it is not necessary that the act abetted should 

be committed or the effect requisite to constitute the offence should be caused. 

 It is not necessary that the person abetted should be capable by law of committing an 

offence or have the same guilty intention or knowledge as that of the abettor. 

 The abatement of an offence being an offence, the abatement of such abatement is 

also an offence. 

 It is not necessary that the commission of the offence of abatement by a conspiracy 

that the abettor should concert the offence with the person who commits it. It is 

sufficient if he is engaged in the conspiracy in pursuance of the offence is committed. 

(Sec.108) 

 

PUNISHMENTS 

 

 Whoever abets any offence, it the act abetted is committed in consequence of the 

abatement and no expression is made by this code for the punishment of such 

abatement be punished for that offence. (Sec.109) 

 If the person abetted does the act with different intentions or knowledge from that of 

the abettor be punished for the offence committed if the act had been done with the 

intention or knowledge of the abettor. (Sec.110) 

 If the act is abetted and a different act is done, the abettor is liable for the act done, 

as if he had directly abetted it. 

 The act was the consequence of the abatement and was committed under the 

influence of the instigation or aid of the conspiracy which constituted the abetment. 

(Sec.111) 

 If the act for which the abettor is liable in addition to the act abetted and constituted a 
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distinct offence, the abettor is liable to punishment for each of the offences. 

(Sec.112) 

 When an act is abetted with the intention of the abettor of causing a particular effect 

and on consequences different effect caused from that of the abettor, the abettor is 

liable, if he has abetted the act with the intention. (Sec.113) 

 If any person is absent be liable to be punished as an abettor is present when the act 

or offence for which he would be punishable in consequences of the abetment is 

committed shall be deemed to have committed such act or offence. (Sec.114) 

 Whoever abets the commission of an offence punishable with death or imprisonment 

for life shall, If that offence be not committed in consequence of the abetment, shall 

be punished with imprisonment to seven years and shall be liable to fine. 

 If any act which the abettor is liable in consequence of the abatement and which 

causes hurt to any person is done, the abettor shall be liable to imprisonment which 

may extend to fourteen years and also be liable to fine. (Sec.115) 

 Abetment of offence punishable with imprisonment if offence is not committed to be 

punished with imprisonment which may extend to one-fourth part of the longest term 

provided for that offence. 

 If the abettor or the person abetted is a public servant whose duty is to prevent the 

commission of such offence shall be punished which may extend to one-half of the 

longest term or with fine or with both. (Sec.116) 

 Whoever abets the commission of an offence by the public generally or by any number 

or class of persons exceeding ten, shall be punished with imprisonment which may 

extend to three years or with fine or with both. (Sec.117) 

 Whoever intends to facilitate the commission of an offence punishable with death or 

imprisonment for life. 

 Voluntarily conceals by any act or illegal omission or by the use of encryption or any 

other information hiding tool to commit or makes any representation which he knows 

to be false respecting such design if committed be punished with imprisonment for 

three years and shall also be liable to fine. (Sec.118) 

 Whoever being a public servant intend to facilitate commission of an offence which it is 

his duty as such public servant to prevent but voluntarily conceals by any act or illegal 

omission to commit such offence or makes representation which he knows to be false 

respecting such design. 
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1. If the offence committed to be punished with imprisonment which may extend 

to one-half of the longest term or fine provided for that such offence or with 

both. 

2. If the offence is punishable with death or imprisonment for life with 

imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten years. 

3. If the offence not committed shall be punished with imprisonment which may 

extend to one-fourth part of the longest term of such imprisonment or with fine 

or with both. (Sec.119) 

 Whoever intending to facilitate the commission of an offence punishable with 

imprisonment and voluntarily conceals by any act or illegal omission the existence of 

design to commit such offence or make any representation which he knows to be false 

such design shall be punished with imprisonment extend to one-fourth and if not 

committed to one-eighth of the longest term of such imprisonment or with fine for the 

offence or with both. (Sec.120) 

 

 

 

CHAPTER - VI 

CRIMINAL CONSPIRACY (SEC.120A - 120B) 

 

 

 

Q10. What is the criminal conspiracy? 

 

 When two or more persons agree to do or cause to be done,  

1. An illegal act  

2. An act which is not illegal by illegal means such an agreement is designed a 

criminal conspiracy 

 No agreement except an agreement to commit an offence shall amount to a criminal 

conspiracy unless some act besides the agreement is done by one or more parties to 

such agreement. (Sec.120) 
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PUNISHMENT 

 

 Whoever commits criminal conspiracy shall be punishable with death, imprisonment for 

life or rigorous imprisonment for a term of two years or upwards, where no express 

provision shall be punished, if he had abetted such offence. 

 Whoever is a party to a criminal conspiracy other than a criminal conspiracy to commit 

an offence shall be punished with imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months 

or with fine or with both. (Sec.120B) 
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